Summarizing paragraphs

1st sentence:  Topic sentence.  Claim.  Thesis. Theme.
(The point you want to make, the argument you are supporting)  

[Sometimes given to you, sometimes you create.]
Next sentences:  Evidentiary sentences. Support. Reasoning. (Provide evidence to support your point—thoroughly explained)


Evidence and why that evidence matters or is important.  (Provide the “so what?” now that you’ve provided the evidence.)  OR  Evidence plus a detail of the evidence or further explanation of the evidence.

Closing sentence:  Conclusion sentence.  Restate the topic sentence using different words (“If you didn’t get my point the first time I said it, let me put it in another way.”)
Example:

Social Studies is my favorite class.  We do fun projects.  They help us learn the concept. The teacher is really nice.  She rarely writes referrals.  Current events help us know more about the world.  We don’t look like idiots when we talk to adults.  Out of all my classes in school, I always look forward to Social Studies.
Your topic sentence:

     (My) ___________ is/are the best ___________ in the world.

-------------------------------------------------------

Recommended order of completion:

1. Topic sentence

2. Concluding sentence

3. The 3 evidentiary sentences

4. The details/explanation/example/support

  under each evidentiary sentence

Warning! What’s wrong with this paragraph?


My dog, Peaches, is the best dog in the world.  She makes me laugh. You should see her chew on milk jugs.  She’s cuddly at night. When it’s cold that keeps me warm.  She’s a Dalmatian.  She’s white with black spots. I love my dog, Peaches.

What’s the change in this paragraph?
My dog, Peaches, is the best dog in the world.  She makes me laugh when she chews on milk jugs.  She’s cuddly at night and keeps me warm. She’s a Dalmatian so she’s white with black spots. I love my dog, Peaches.
