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Electoral College 
Notes 

 
 

The electoral college was created by the ________________________________   

as the process to be used to elect the  _________________________ and 

_____________________________of the United States. 

It was a compromise between the founding fathers.  The compromise was between 

a group that wanted the President to be elected by a vote in 

________________________.  The other group wanted the President to be elected 

by a _______________________________ of qualified citizens. 

When voters go to the polls to vote for a president, they are really voting for 

__________________________.  These electors pledge to vote for certain 

candidates that are on the ballot.   

The number of electors varies by state and is based on the number of 

______________________ and ___________________________ a state has in 

Congress.  Each states receives ______________ vote for each member of 

Congress. 

Citizens in the District of Columbia were given the right to vote in The presidential 

elections by the _____________________________________________________. 

They have ____________ electors for the purpose of the Electoral College.   

There is a total of _____________________ electors.  In order to win the 

presidential election a candidate must win a majority of _______________ 

electoral votes. 



In all states the electoral votes are awarded to the candidate who wins the 

____________________________.  The exception to this is __________________ 

and ______________________________ where the electoral votes are awarded 

based on the winner in specific geographic areas. 

After the presidential election, the chosen electors meet in their state capital in 

(month) __________________________ to cast their ballots.  The votes are then 

sent to Congress, where the electoral ballots are counted on 

_______________________. 

If no candidate wins 270 votes, the ______________________________________ 

chooses the president by voting, with each state getting _____________ vote. 

In our history, ______________ presidents have won the Electoral College even 

though they did not receive the popular vote. 


